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SOCIETY OBJECTIVES
1. to advance public education in family history and genealogy primarily
within the county of Oxford
2. to collect, index, co-ordinate, publish and make accessible in the
interests of genealogy any documents or records relating to the
county
3. to promote the preservation of such documents or records
4. to encourage the study of genealogy
5. to assist educationally by lectures or otherwise in record research
6. to co-operate with Family History and other Societies with similar
interests.
The Constitution of the Society is lodged with the Charity Commissioners and a copy is available from the
Society’s web site or, upon receipt of a stamped addressed envelope, from the Secretary.

Subscriptions are renewable annually on 1 January
except that those joining during Oct, Nov, Dec have their membership carried
forward through the following year.
Membership renewal forms are distributed with the December journal.
UK members: Individual £9.00, Family £10.00
Overseas members (incl. postage) £12.00
Cheques drawn in sterling and made out to
Oxfordshire Family History Society should be sent to the Membership Secretary
(see the Who’s Who at the back of this Journal).
Australian members may pay via the Society’s agent (member 2202)
Barbara Geeves, 5 Esperance Court, Mount Martha, Victoria 3943, Australia
Email: agent-au@ofhs.org.uk
Membership details are kept on computer and are used for
Society activities only.
Contributions to Future Issues
The Oxfordshire Family Historian is published three times each year with cover
dates of April, August and December. Items for consideration should be submitted
to the Editor. The earlier an item is received, the greater the chance of inclusion in
the next issue. The deadline for the August 2017 issue is 15 May 2017. Urgent and
short items may be submitted up to 1 June 2017.
The Editor reserves the right to edit, abridge, reject, or defer to a future date,
all material submitted for publication. It is the contributor’s responsibility to ensure
that material submitted does not breach copyright laws. Contributions remain the
copyright of OFHS and the authors jointly. The observations and opinions
expressed in the articles and notices in the journal are those of their authors and
not necessarily those of the Society.
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From the Editor
I am knee-deep in Excel at the moment,
working on the data for our new
surname project (see inside this journal)
and grappling with Pivot tables that
won’t
do
embedded
COUNTIFS
calculations
across
numerous
worksheets. Not for the faint-hearted,
believe me. I am relieved by the fact
that a few other people out in the
electronic world are annoyed that they
too can’t do quite what we want
without resorting to becoming a
computer programmer again. I left that
world long ago! But I have a solution
and know that once we get the data
into a good state, the real surname
analysis fun begins. I love looking for
patterns, trends and links and am really
excited, as are the other team
members, by this new project.
In addition, I have been analysing
the data from our member survey,
which is a lot more straightforward. You
can see a summary of the results in this
issue too, with more to come in the
Members-Only Area. We appreciate the
contribution of those who completed it.
Outside of the family history world, I
was in London this week presenting to a
networking group who want to drive
change and are struggling because
people want results but are not
contributing to solutions. By forming a
network though, individuals are
supporting each other and hope to
achieve great things with crossfunctional and multi-geographic teams.

Oxfordshire Family Historian

All these projects make me realise
that in addition to some specific roles in
the Society, we could harness many
more people to work on research,
transcription and projects to achieve
what appears to be your aim – as
members you want more data and want
it more easily available. So let’s make
2017 the year where each member
contributes in their own way. Do
volunteer to help us provide more
Oxfordshire data – that is key and you
can do it remotely without leaving
home; offer to fulfil a role in the Society,
as we have several gaps in our
capabilities; write an article for the
journal (apparently a few people want
more on south Oxfordshire – so all
those with ancestors in this area, get
writing!); persuade more of your
contacts to join the Society and the DNA
project; propose a project that you
could run for the Society; put your
details up on OXSIL; transcribe a will;
contribute to online discussions… there
are endless possibilities. Together let’s
make 2017 a really positive year for the
Society in what are uncertain times; we
can share some of that sense of
fulfilment and achievement that makes
us all feel good. Feel free to contact me
or any other Executive team member
with your ideas.
Sue Honoré
OFHS Journal Editor
editor@ofhs.org.uk
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From the Chairman
As I write this, I feel I should be saying
‘Happy New Year’ and yet as you read
this, I should be wishing you all ‘Happy
Easter’ – so there it is, a quarter of the
year gone in one sentence! Time flies by
within OFHS too, we have plenty of
ideas and plans but not all can be
delivered as quickly as we would like.
I am pleased to be able to report
that we have four new recruits to the
Executive Committee, in particular we
now have a treasurer. Thanks Susan
Mattheus, Steve Pickthall, Kevin Poile
and Dave Broughton. On the other
hand, we are sorry to have lost Stuart
Cox who has had to stand down for
personal reasons. Thus we still have one
vacancy round the table and will have
two more after the AGM in June when

Julie Kennedy and Jessica Feinstein
stand down.
We are very aware that while we
have celebrated our fortieth birthday, it
is what we can manage to do in this full
fortieth year that really counts. Our
primary plan is to make membership
more attractive by making more
available through the Members-Only
Area (website) so please do log in
regularly to see if anything extra has
gone in there. While you are there, why
not post your research queries in the
MOA forum? Our members are a very
valuable source of local and national
knowledge and expertise.
Malcolm Austen
Chairman

OFHS members awaiting a recent talk in Kidlington. Photo by Alan Simpson
Volume 31, No 1, April 2017
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Annual General Meeting
Agenda
The Society’s Annual General Meeting will take place at 8pm on Monday 26 June
2017 at the Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 1AB.
Any non-members present may not vote on any Society business. The Society’s constitution
allows for a maximum of twelve members of the Executive Committee. Members of the
Society may nominate candidates, with their agreement, for the posts of the honorary officers
and committee members. Nominations must be received by the Hon Secretary, Julie
Kennedy, by 1 June 2017. A list of nominations will be available at the AGM.
1. The President’s welcome and opening address.
2. The Chairman presents apologies for absence.
3. The Chairman presents the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 27
June 2016 at the Exeter Hall.
4. The Chairman presents the 40th annual report of the Society’s Executive Committee, for
2016.
5. The Society’s accounts for year ended 31 December 2016 are presented.
6. Election of officers and members of the Society’s Executive Committee for 2017–2018.
7. Appointment of Independent Examiner of the accounts.
8. Amendment to Constitution*
9. The Chairman closes the meeting.
*There is a proposed change to the wording of the OFHS constitution (section 7b) to be
voted upon in the meeting:
Present wording: Any member who is in arrears with the subscription shall be notified by
the Treasurer. If the said member is still in arrears after six months, he or she will
automatically cease to be a member of the Society.
Proposed new wording: Any member who has not renewed their subscription after two
months will automatically cease to be a member of the Society.
Following the closing of the meeting, and before the invited speaker gives her talk, there will
be a short opportunity for members to raise any matters concerning the Society that have not
been dealt with under sections 4 and 5 above.
Julie Kennedy, Hon. Secretary
19 Mavor Close, WOODSTOCK, OX20 1YL
Following the Annual General Meeting:
Sue Honoré will talk on The Oxfordshire DNA and Surname Projects
Please note that up-to-date information for the AGM will be available in the Members-Only
Area of the OFHS website http://moa.ofhs.org.uk/ prior to the meeting and minutes from the
2017 meeting will be available there after the event. If anyone is unable to access the
information online and would like a paper copy at the AGM or afterwards, please contact the
Editor (contact details on inside front cover of this journal).
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News from the Churchyards
A rather brief report from your scribe
this time, but for a good reason. We
had a very successful summer recording
in the churchyards with the result that I
am now very busily converting the
results to CDs. Over Worton and
Nether Worton are now complete and
will be released on a single CD. The
Chalgrove transcript has now been
checked by the local volunteers who did
the recording, so just needs a little final
‘polishing’ before release and I am now
hard at work on Freeland. So by the
time you read this, all three CDs should
be released.
Also by the time you read this, the
2017 recording season will be starting.
We have probably about two months
further work at Sandford St Martin and
may then be moving to work on a
nearly complete transcript from
Wroxton that still requires some work
on site. Meanwhile the Bampton team

have work to complete in the
churchyard there, together with the
nearby local parish cemetery. A group
of local enthusiasts have expressed an
interest in recording North Leigh and
Mary Whitehead and I visited them
recently to discuss possibilities. So
there is a good chance we will have
three recording teams on the go again
this summer. Volunteers for any of
these teams are always welcomed with
open arms! Alternatively, if you have
thoughts about tackling your own local
churchyard, please come and talk to
me. There are still plenty left to do!
Alan Simpson (3960)
MI Co-ordinator
Forest Farmhouse, Old Road
Shotover Hill, Headington
OXFORD OX3 8TA
mis@ofhs.org.uk

The OFHS Wills Library
The Wills Library is still growing, albeit
slowly.
At the time of writing we have 6087
wills and associated documents online
for your use, plus many hundreds of
Inventories, Affidavits etc. which may
be included with a will. Almost 73,500
persons are indexed as appearing in
those documents – though the true
number must be fewer, as people may
appear several times in different wills.
If you haven't found the Library yet,
Volume 31, No 1, April 2017

it's at http://wills.oxfordshirefhs.org.uk
Have a look; you might find just that
one person missing from your tree.
We have over 250 contributors,
many sending in just one or two wills, a
few offering hundreds. We are grateful
to all of them. If you haven't joined in
yet, why not? Wills can be a
tremendous help in your research,
especially where PRs are patchy or nonexistent. At first sight the older ones
may appear completely unreadable, but
6
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on the whole they aren't, it just takes
practice. If you need help with
transcription – or to have it done for
you – we can offer that, free of charge.
All we ask is permission to add the will
to
the
website.
Just
e-mail
wills@ofhs.org.uk.
Copies of wills are obtainable from
OHC, (online) from TNA, and (online)
from Findmypast, all of whom have
kindly agreed that we may publish
transcripts of ‘their’ wills.

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/helpwith-your-research/research-guides/
wills-1384-1858 (for the PCC wills held
at TNA)
and:
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/search
-world-records/oxfordshire-wills-index1516-1857 (for Oxon-proved wills
available from FMP).
Dave Beames
Wills Library co-ordinator
dave.beames@ntlworld.com
wills@ofhs.org.uk

Online indices are freely available at:

Fairs update
Who Do You Think You Are? Live 2017
The 2017 WDYTYA? Live event will for
the third year be held at the NEC,
Birmingham, on 6, 7 and 8 April. OFHS
has booked a stand which, at the time
of writing, is currently at the same
location we had last year. This is a great
event for family historians with a wide
spread of societies and trade stands.
OFHS looks forward to seeing as many
of you as possible. If you have any
queries please contact me.

Key Events attended by OFHS in 2016:

Wiltshire FHS Family History – the 2017
event will be held again @Steam on 10 June.

Family & Local History Fair, Hungerford
– this was a new event, held on
23 October, and OFHS was represented
by Malcolm Austen, Stuart Cox, Angie
Trueman and John Cramer. Attendance
at the fair was fairly low so it was a
quiet day. We did though have some
quite interesting customers which
helped the day pass quickly.
John Cramer
Events Co-ordinator
events@ofhs.org.uk

Buckinghamshire FHS Open Day and
Family History Fair – the 2016 fair was
held on 23 July and was attended by
Susie Pearce, Mick Dumbleton, Alex
McGahey, Malcolm Austen and John
Cramer. It was a fairly busy day, but
overall book and CD sales were down
from the previous year. Alex and Mick
were kept busy providing search
services for those trying to find that
missing link in Oxfordshire.

Buckinghamshire FHS Open Day and
Family History Fair – this year’s event
will be held on 29 July at The Grange
School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury. No
entrance charge.
The Family History Show, London – this
is a new event which is being held on 24
September at Sandown Racecourse.
Entrance charge of £4.80.
Oxfordshire Family Historian

7

Volume 31, No 1, April 2017

OFHS News

Transcription and rekeying projects
The coverage of our parish register
transcripts on CD is in the current
Members’ Handbook, and on our
website, www.ofhs.org.uk/ In many
cases OFHS transcribers have brought
the data further up-to-date than the
most recent registers deposited in
Oxfordshire History Centre (OHC), by
working with the registers still in the
parishes.
The programme of scanning the
4,000 or so registers at OHC, funded by
OFHS, which led to those scans being
licensed to Ancestry, had the benefit
that we now have scans available of
those registers deposited but not
transcribed. Even better, further
registers were then deposited by the
parishes, and a second set of registers
has been scanned by us.
Transcription of the registers has
been going on for the full 40 years of
the Society’s life (and even before the
Society’s formation), but, now that
volunteers can be lent scans to
transcribe, registers need not leave the
History Centre. Furthermore volunteers
worldwide have been able to join the
transcription
team.
Cuddesdon,
Kidlington, Oxford St Giles, and Pishill
(rhymes with ‘initial’) are some parishes
tackled recently. In some cases we have
been able to update the CD transcripts
with a couple of centuries of further
data, such as Northmoor burials (1813–
1964), on CD WIT02.
There are a variety of reasons for
continuing
our
transcription
Volume 31, No 1, April 2017

programme:



Not all researchers subscribe to
Ancestry, or have easy access to a
library which subscribes.
 Some researchers need to use
speech readers.
 Many of the registers in the project
are 20th century registers, beyond
Ancestry’s cut-off dates.
The data generated in the transcripts
can also go into our county-wide
indexes, part of our Search Services.
Transcribers
meet
bewildering
challenges, and sometimes a second
pair of eyes can help. The transcribers
highlight cells where they’re uncertain
of the word, and another team member
attempts the challenge. Clues such as
occupations in nearby censuses, or the
1939 register, can be helpful. The
surname as indexed by the GRO can
often open a transcriber’s eyes to
deciphering the surname as written in
the register.
A recent extension of our transcripts
has been of nine marriage registers for
the
Thames-side
village
of
Mapledurham, covering the period 1913
–2007. One puzzle was a bride’s
deceased father’s occupation in 1950.
The transcriber and several of the team
were stuck, particularly because the first
letter was difficult – and not matching
any nearby letters. ‘Timberman’ had
been offered by the first transcriber.
‘Lumberman’ was also mooted. I looked
in the 1939 Register on Findmypast,
8
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constraining the search to Oxfordshire,
but there was no-one of the right
forenames and surname JENKINSON.
Widening the search to England,
however, I was able to find a Richard C
JENKINSON in Filey, on the North
Yorkshire coast, with an occupation of
‘Fisherman Inshore’ and another
household member (probably his son)
with an occupation of ‘Fish Merchant’.
Ah-ha! To complete the research, we
succeeded in finding an occupation of
‘Farmer’ in the Mapledurham register
where the vicar had used the same

letter shape at the beginning as for our
mystery occupation.
Volunteers are also busy rekeying
registers that were transcribed in the
pre-computer days.
More
volunteers
are
always
welcomed – please contact me.
Wendy Archer (0154)
The Old Nursery
Pump Lane North
MARLOW
SL7 3RD
volunteers@ofhs.org.uk

Occupation of the bride's father in 1950 marriage at Mapledurham. Images
on this page are copyright of Oxfordshire Family History Society

Farmer as occupation in Mapledurham in 1948, probably in the same
hand as the previous image

Journal Index
Member Alan Vickers has kindly offered
to get the index of people, places and
topics for our journal up-to-date. The
new index material will be merged with
any indexes we have already. It has
been quite a time since the publication
Oxfordshire Family Historian

of the last complete index, so Alan’s
work is much appreciated. The ability to
search the journal from its inception will
be worthwhile for all members. The
indexes will be placed in the MembersOnly Area of the OFHS website.
9
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Useful Addresses
OFHS Correspondence and Help:
By post: Oxfordshire Family History Society,
Oxfordshire History Centre, St Luke’s
Church, Temple Road, Cowley, OXFORD,
OX4 2HT, UK
Tel: 01865 358151
Email: help@ofhs.org.uk
Oxfordshire Central Library:
Westgate, OXFORD, OX1 1DJ
Open
09:00–19:00 Mon, Tue, Wed
Thu; 09:00–17:30 Fri, Sat
Closed
Sun and Public Holidays
Web:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
oxfordcentrallibrary
Tel: 01865 815509
Note: the Westgate family history library
section is closed until October 2017 for
redevelopment.
Local Studies Centres at other
Libraries:
Abingdon 01235 520374
Banbury 01295 262282
Didcot 01235 813103
Henley 01491 575278
Wantage 01235 762291
Witney 01993 703659
Web: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
Oxfordshire History Centre:
St Luke’s Church, Temple Road, Cowley,
OXFORD, OX4 2HT
Tel: 01865 398200
Email: oxhist@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Web: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
oxfordshirehistory
Open
10:00–17:00 Tue,
09:00–17:00 Wed–Sat
Closed
Mon, Sun, Public Holidays and
Bank Holiday weekends
Telephone numbers are shown for UK
callers. From elsewhere replace the
leading 0 by +44

Volume 31, No 1, April 2017

Berkshire Record Office:
9 Coley Avenue, READING, RG1 6AF
Open
09:00–17:00 Tue, Wed
09:00–21:00 Thu
09:00–16:30 Fri
Tel: 0118 937 5132
Email: arch@reading.gov.uk
Web: www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk
Society of Genealogists (SoG):
14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road,
LONDON, EC1M 7BA
Open
10:00–18:00 Tue, Wed, Sat
10:00–20:00 Thu
Tel: 020 7251 8799
Web: www.sog.org.uk
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Family History Centre:
280 The Meadway, Tilehurst, READING,
RG30 4PE
Tel: 0118 941 0211
Web: www.rfhc.org.uk
The National Archives (TNA):
Ruskin Avenue, Kew, RICHMOND,
TW9 4DU
Open
09:00–19:00 Tue, Thu
09.00–17:00 Wed, Fri & Sat
Tel: 020 8876 3444
Web: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
Federation of Family History Societies
(FFHS):
PO Box 8857, LUTTERWORTH,
LE17 9BJ
Tel: 01455 203133
Email: info@ffhs.org.uk
Web: www.ffhs.org.uk
Guild of One-Name Studies:
c/o Hon Sec, Box G, 14 Charterhouse
Buildings, Goswell Road, LONDON, EC1M
7BA, Tel: 0800 011 2182
Email: guild@one-name.org
Web: www.one-name.org
70
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Who’s Who in Oxfordshire FHS
Book Reviews:
Contact the Editor – see inside front cover
– book-reviews@ofhs.org.uk
CD/DVD Sales:
June Whipp,
217 Banbury Road
KIDLINGTON, OX5 1AL
01865 379304
– cd-sales@ofhs.org.uk
Computer Group organising panel:
Contact the panel via Alan Simpson:
– see Search Services
– computers@ofhs.org.uk
Fairs: OFHS Family History Fair Organiser:
Angie Trueman
20 Gwyns Piece
LAMBOURN, RG17 8YZ
– fair@ofhs.org.uk
Fairs: Events Co-ordinator:
John Cramer
33 Cope Close, Botley, OXFORD, OX2 9AJ
– events@ofhs.org.uk
Fiche Sales:
Judith Wildsmith
85 Downside Road
Headington
OXFORD OX3 8JJ
fiche-sales@ofhs.org.uk
Helpline:
Wendy Archer
– 01865 358151
– help@ofhs.org.uk
Journal Editor:
Sue Honoré – see inside front cover
– editor@ofhs.org.uk

Project Co-ordinator and PR Transcription Project:
Dr Hugh Kearsey, Windmill Place, Windmill Road,
Minchinhampton, STROUD, GL6 9EE
– 01453 887446
– projects@ofhs.org.uk
Projects (other):
DNA: dna@ofhs.org.uk – Sue Honoré
Scanning: – Wendy Archer (see Helpline)
Publicity Team:
– publicity@ofhs.org.uk
Search Services:
Dr Alan Simpson, Forest Farmhouse, Old
Road, Shotover Hill, Headington, OXFORD,
OX3 8TA
– searches@ofhs.org.uk
Treasurer
Steve Pickthall
72 Newlands Avenue
Didcot OX11 8QB
– treasurer@ofhs.org.uk
War Memorials Co-ordinator:
John Blakeman,
24 Newland Close, Eynsham, WITNEY, OX29 4LE
– 01865 880792
– war-memorials@ofhs.org.uk (via Malcolm Austen)
Website Manager:
Malcolm Austen,
11 Corn Avill Close, ABINGDON, OX14 2ND
– 01235 533626
– webmaster@ofhs.org.uk
Wills Library Co-ordinator:
Dave Beames,
162 Black Road, MACCLESFIELD, SK11 7LF
– wills@ofhs.org.uk

Membership Secretary & Members’ Interests:
Jessica Feinstein
114 Whitehorns Way, Drayton, ABINGDON, OX14 4LQ
– membership@ofhs.org.uk

If a postal address is not listed, please send
correspondence, addressed to the
appropriate role, to:
Oxfordshire Family History Society
St Luke’s Church
Temple Road
Cowley, OXFORD
OX4 2HT

Monumental Inscriptions:
Alan Simpson
– see Search Services
– mis@ofhs.org.uk
Programme Co-ordinator:
Christopher Fance
Rectory Farm, Barton-on-the-Heath,
MORETON-IN-MARSH, GL56 0PH
– meetings@ofhs.org.uk

Oxfordshire Family Historian

If you cannot find the role you are seeking
in the list above, please contact the
Helpline (see column 1 on this page) or
consult www.ofhs.org.uk.
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Diary Dates
For more dates, especially the many events hosted by the
Society of Genealogists in London, see the joint GENUKI/FFHS event
calendar at geneva.weald.org.uk.
Events in bold will have an OFHS presence.

April 2017
Apr 4
Hook Norton, OXF
‘Early development in
Chipping Norton’, Victoria
Catchpole, Baptist Church
Hall, 7:30pm
Apr 6-8

Apr 12

Apr 22

NEC Birmingham, WAR
Who Do You Think You Are?
Live
Deddington, OXF
‘Famous Oxfordshire People
from the Dictionary of
National Biography’
Dr Mark Curthoys. Windmill
Centre, 7:30pm
SOG, LND
Palaeography for Beginners

May 2017
May 6
SOG, LND
Immigration to North America
1820–1930
May 16

Iffley, OXF
‘Travelling Through Time –
the Place-names and Fieldnames of East Oxford’.
Katie Hambrook, Church Hall,
Church Way, 7:30pm
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May 20

Sarsden, OXF
Restoration of Sarsden
Washpool, demonstration
and event: 12:00-2:00pm.
Accompanying exhibition
March-Sept at Churchill
Heritage Centre

June 2017
Jun 10
Swindon, WIL
Wiltshire FHS Family History
Day
Jun 10

SOG, LND
Using Maps: Tithe, Enclosure,
Ordnance Survey and Estate

July 2017
Jul 5
SOG, LND
Tracing Family History in New
Zealand: Discovering
Ancestral Footprints
Jul 8

SOG, LND
Self-publishing for Family
Historians

Jul 29

Aylesbury, BKM
Buckinghamshire Family
History Society Open Day

Jul 29

SOG, LND
The Workhouse
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Mee ngs at Exeter Hall
Oxford Road, Kidlington
OX5 1AB
General mee ngs take place in the large hall.
Bookstall and computer advice from 7:15pm. Talks start at 8:00pm.
Computer mee ngs (*) usually take place in the small hall. Doors
open at 7:15pm. Talks start at 7:30pm.

3 April 2017*
What Family History Program? – Computer Group panel discussion
24 April 2017
Tracing Jewish Ancestry – Jessica Feinstein
22 May 2017*
Lost in London: Solving your London Family History Problems – Dave Annal
12 June 2017
Tablets for Family History – Alan Simpson
26 June 2017
AGM followed by The Oxfordshire DNA and Surnames Projects – Sue
Honoré
24 July 2017
Huguenots in the Bri sh Isles – Kathy Chater

Back cover:
Co ages in Wolvercote, the village where Thomas Gregory
wrote his journal in the nineteenth century. See ar cle inside this issue
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